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L E A V I N G  C E R T

L E A V I N G  C E R T  V O C A T I O N A L  P R O G R A M M E
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Choices
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Leaving Cert established 

 Core Subjects

 Examined at LC (3)

 Irish

 English 

 Mathematics

 Non Exam

 PE

 RE including RSE

 Careers

 Option Subjects (4)

 Choose from 10 Subjects 

 Total of 7 subjects 
examined at Leaving 
Certificate plus LCVP if 
eligible
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Junior Cycle Senior Cycle

 Business
 Accounting
 Business

 Science
 Biology
 Chemistry
 Physics
 Agricultural Science

 Materials  Technology Wood = Woodwork
 Construction Studies

 Technical Graphics (TG)
 Design & Communication Graphics 

 Metalwork
 Engineering
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Next 
Steps!
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Option Subjects

Think ahead to the next step

Keep options open for 3rd level

 College entry : 

Points + Entry Requirements
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POINTS SYSTEM
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Points for Higher Level Maths
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 HL Maths students are awarded an extra 25 points 
on attaining grade H6 or better in their LC. 

 Whether a candidate attains a H1 or a H6 the extra 
points allocated remains the same.

 The bonus points can only be counted for CAO 
purposes if Maths features in one of the 6 subjects 
used to calculate aggregate points score.





Points

 Six best 
subjects

 All worth the 
same except:

 H.L. 
Maths 

 LCVP 
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LCVP

 What is it?
 An add on programme where you study two modules namely 

Enterprise Education and The world of Work.  It aims to 
prepare young people for both.

 How do I get it?
 By having the correct combination of subjects

 Why is it a good idea?
 If you do any ordinary level subjects it is very useful for points

 It is common level

 It is assessed completely before the LC

 60% portfolio including items like CV, Career Investigation etc
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LCVP Subject Groupings

Services Groupings

 Engineering or Technology or Construction Studies or 
Design & Communication Graphics and Accounting or 
Business or Economics

 Home Economics and Accounting or Business or
Economics

 Agricultural Science and Accounting or Business or
Economics

 Art Design or Craftwork Option and Accounting or 
Business or Economics

 Music and Accounting or Business or Economics
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LCVP Subject Groupings

• Construction Studies; Engineering; Design and Communication Graphics; 
Technology - Any Two

• Physics and Construction Studies or Engineering or Technology or
Design & Communication Graphics

• Agricultural Science and Construction Studies or Engineering or 
Technology or Design & Communication Graphics

• Agricultural Science and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry 
• Home Economics; Agricultural Science; Biology - Any Two
• Home Economics and Art - Design Option or Craft Option
• Accounting; Business; Economics - Any two
• Physics and Chemistry
• Biology and Chemistry or Physics or Physics/Chemistry
• Biology and Agricultural Science
• Art - Design Option or Craft Option and Design & Communication 

Graphics
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Option Subjects

Think ahead to the next step

Keep options open for 3rd level

 College entry : 

Points + Entry Requirements
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14



Anne Garvey

15



Ladder Approach

Different 
General Entry 
Requirements 
for each level

There is a 
route for 
everyone

Anne Garvey

16



Entry Requirements

Level 8 Courses 

6 Subjects: 2HC3 + 4 OD3

Trinity 3HC3 + 3OD3

IT’s Level 6/ 7 courses

5OD3 

Post Leaving Cert 
Courses

Pass Leaving Cert + 
Interview
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General Entry Requirements

For almost all 
courses:

English and 
Maths 

Be careful with 
Foundation 
Level
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Choosing Leaving Certificate Subjects

 It is important to 
realise that choosing 
your subject options 
for the Leaving 
Certificate is different 
from choosing your 
career.

 Required subjects Vs 
Helpful subjects
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 For example 
 you don't have to do any 

business subject to become 
an accountant…. But it would 
be very helpful

 you don’t have to do 
Engineering in the Leaving 
Certificate to become an 
engineer but it will be 
helpful. However Honours
Maths and Physics are very 
helpful. (and often essential)
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Specific Subject Requirements

 Science: One or two science subjects depending on the 
course or university.  Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
or Ag. Science (sometimes accept Maths or 
Applied Maths)  

 Engineering: Honours Maths for Universities (Special Maths 
exam)

 Primary Teaching: H4 in Higher Level Irish

 Veterinary Medicine /Dietetics/Pharmacy/Dentistry: Chemistry

 Medicine: HPAT + Chemistry + one science depending on 
location

 Art: Portfolio 

 Trinity: Paramedical/science 2 Science Subjects
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Specific Subject Requirements

 Nursing: Science subject

 Beautician: Biology

 Medical Sciences: 1/2 science subjects

 Many of these courses also have specific grade 
requirements e.g. H5/4 etc
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Languages 

 Approximately 10% of all CAO courses require a language other than 
Irish and English.  

 Limerick colleges do not require a third language unless it is part of the 
course of study.

 On qualifax.ie you can see the implications of not doing a language

 Mostly arts and humanities require it. Ones that can catch you are 
Medicine, PE in UCC, Shannon College of Hotel Management, Home 
economics teaching, Architecture in UCD, Speech Therapy.

 NUI Colleges: UCD, MU, NUIG,UCC,RCSI,SCHM,NCAD,ST. 
ANGELAS, MILLTOWN INSTITUTE

 Moral of the story CHECK!
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Languages 

A Pass in a European Language is required for entry to many courses in  
NUI colleges e.g. UCC, UCD, NUIM, NUIG, RCSI,NCAD, St. 
Angela’s Sligo, Shannon College of Hotel Management, 
Milltown Institute, Institute of Public Administration

 – the main  exceptions are 

 (a) NCAD which will accept Art instead of a language 

 (b) Some Science, Nursing and Engineering courses

 UL, Trinity, DCU, DIT and all Institutes of Technology  either 
English and Maths OR English, Maths and ANOTHER 
language which can be Irish

 Irish Exemptions carry through if OFFICIAL exemptions

 Gardaí, Army cadetships, Primary Teaching exemptions do not 
apply
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Are there any subjects that are easier 
than others?

 82.5% - The percentage of students who sat the 
Russian exam who got an A, making it the subject 
with the highest percentage of As.

 33.3% - The percentage of students who failed the 
Ordinary Level paper in Physics and Chemistry, 
making it the subject with the highest failure rate.
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Are there any subjects that are easier than 
others?

 This is a common misconception. There is no such thing 
as an “easy honour”. It depends entirely on the student.

 A student with strong mathematical ability will favour 
maths over French and find it easier, but a student with a 
flair for languages will favour French over maths and 
find French easier.

 Many students read Leaving Cert results statistics and 
misunderstand their relevance. You must remember that 
where a subject appears to have a high percentage of As 
every year, it is due to the high standards and capabilities 
of the students taking that subject. 

 There is no easy subject. Each subject requires time, 
dedication and consistent attention for two years.
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Choose subjects YOU:

 Like

 Have achieved well in

 Need for your future

 Are prepared to work at

 Link talents to subjects
 Talk to teachers, siblings, 

neighbours, people on the bus
 Look at senior cycle text books
 Choose a good mix of subjects 

to keep college and career 
options open
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Career Decisions?

Knowing 
about
Myself

Abilities

Personality

Education

Achievements

Experience of
\work

Interests

Anne Garvey 28



Skills/abilities/aptitude
What you’re good at 
naturally

Things you like 
doing

What kind of person am I? Do I prefer working on my own/with people?

Choosing a Career
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Not sure? Safe option

 Irish 

English

Maths

Language

At least one 
Science subject
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Resources

 www.curriculumonline.ie Syllabus for LC Subjects

 www.examinations.ie Look at past exam papers

 www.qualifax.ie Check entry requirements

 www.careersportal.ie Read about all LC Subjects

 College websites www.ul.ie www.lit.ie www.mic.ul.ie

 College Prospectuses

 Guidance Counsellormake an appointment

 Teachers
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www.careersportal.ie
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Language Entry Requirements 
for Third Level

Two languages (English + One other) required for the following 
colleges:

 Trinity College

 Dublin Institute of Technology 

 Dublin City University  -

 University of Limerick

 you can use a Pass in Irish of a European language – unless it is 
required for a particular course
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Language Entry Requirements 
for Third Level

 Cadetships in the Army, Army equitation, Air Corps 
and Naval Service. 

 3 HC3 and 3OD3

 Irish +English + European Language

 For the Gardaí - two languages are required

 A European Language is not required for entry to the 
Institutes of Technology, unless it is part of the area 
of study
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Subject Requirements

 Science courses: Science Subject 

 Engineering: Honours Maths
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www.curriculumonline.ie
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Research…

 CAO App www.cao.ie

 Qualifax/Student/useful tools/minimum entry 
requirements/Leaving Cert Subjects Choose a 
subject and check the implications of not choosing

 Qualifax/Student/coursefinder/higher education 
CAO/Keyword + Search
 Main sections of interest: 

 LC Entry Requirements

 Course Content

 Subjects taught

 Careers or further progression
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Final words….

 It’s important not to lock yourself out of a course you 
want to study by not choosing a required subject. 

 Do your research. 

 Different colleges have different requirements for the 
same course. 

 Check each college prospectus and make sure you’ve 
covered the course requirements for what you want 
to study after the Leaving Cert

Anne Garvey

39



What not to do!
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What I hope you will all do!
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 Guidance Counsellor

 Anne.Garvey@clifdencs.ie
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Questions
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